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Abstract:  

The dissertation will explore in the categories of Transitional Justice studies (TJ) the contribu-

tion of religious practices to peace processes in post-conflict societies in Africa. Using Mozam-

bique as a case study, I propose to examine the contribution of plural religious practices for 

reconciliation in three religions respectively and comparatively: African Traditional Religions, 

Christianity, and Islam. The time frame of analysis will be the end of the civil war until the rise 

of political tensions in the country (1992– 2016). With reference to the “local turn” within the 

field of TJ, and taking the perspective of local actors, the dissertation will seek to analyse plural 

religious practices, their contribution for reconciliation processes and the complex local power 

relations. The aim of the analysis is the reconstruction of religious knowledge of reconciliation 

in the context of a post-war society.  
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lated to religion, freedom of religion and belief as well as development aid. In 2018 she started 

her dissertation titled “Knowledge of reconciliation. Religious practices as local forms of tran-

sitional justice in Mozambique (1992-2016)”.  

Within the scope of her area of interest, she spent a research semester in Portugal (Univer-

sidade de Lisboa) in 2018. Since 2019 she has been conducting field research in Mozambique 

(Maputo, Nampula), fully funded by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). Since 

2020 her dissertation is fully funded by the Gerda Henkel Stiftung.  

Contact information: Magdalena.Freischlad@uni-konstanz.de 


