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Projekt Outline:

The project explores the recursivity of milieu, knowledge production and
institutionalisation in a historical perspective using the example of the production of
body knowledge in the German women’s health movement. The period studied
begins with the founding of the first German self-help groups and the publication of
the first women’s health manuals (early 1970s). The progressing institutionalisation of
the movement in alternative health centres and at universities as well as its
repercussions until the end of the 1980s will be then analysed. The project operates
on the assumption that body knowledges are plural and that the movement is
heterogeneous in this respect. It argues that the constituting phase of a “knowledge
war”, in which the movement formed itself through other forms of knowledge
production on women’s reproductive and sexual health against “legitimate
knowledge”, was followed by a phase of boundary work within the movement.
Notably, this boundary work related to conceptions of knowledge that questioned the
definition of science itself in its critique of androcentrism and sought to transcend it
through alternative healing, spiritualism. The research will be based on extensive
archival and journal research as well as a series of oral history interviews with
activists. This project thus aims to contribute to research on the cognitive practices of
social movements, gender studies and alternative medicine studies.
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